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2022 has been a year of building and re-building on the campus of United 
Methodist Youth Home and in our community.  Along with opening our new 
girls? home ?New Beginnings?, we focused on meeting the needs of our area?s 
young people.  The pandemic caused a substant ial disrupt ion and shift  in 
day-to-day life for our campus, our youth, and our staff.  Like the rest of the 
world, we were forced to look at daily operat ions in whole new ways, reflect ing 
on what such change meant for us. Albeit  involuntary, the reflect ion was 
necessary; it  gave us a renewed commitment to our mission and important 
work. Sometimes we get so occupied ?putt ing out fires? that we forget to take 
t ime to acknowledge our achievements and strengths. Now, as we reflect on the 
past year, it?s hard not to think about how far we?ve come since that first  
two-story group home that served only six girls.

It  is from that first  home that the dream of 
helping at-risk youth drove us to build 
new homes, start  new programs, and offer 
more services. In 2023, I am opt imist ic
that we will cont inue growing 
in capacity, t raining, and 
programming to best lead and 
serve.  

Even through new growth 
and change, the core beliefs
that we strive to inst ill in young 
men and women have not 
changed: You are heard, 
you are seen, and you can meet 
your potential.  With 
help from our supporters 
and community, we remain 
steadfast in our service to each
young person who walks 
through our doors? regardless of 
their circumstance ? now and for 
years to come.
 
      

Thank you, 
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Resident ial
We are licensed to house eight females and eight 

males ages 10-21 on our campus.  In 2022 we 
housed 56 youth in safe, warm spaces.  We also 
were able to open our newest girls? home ?New 

Beginnings? where each girl gets her own 
bedroom.   

Truancy Intervent ion
Truancy intervent ion is our prevent ive service 
that provides mentorship to those struggling in 

school. In 2022 we mentored 141 youth. 

Aftercare
When a young person leaves UMYH, they 
often do not have the familial support that 
many of us take for granted. Roadblocks 

challenge them.  Last year, Aftercare helped 
55% of our youth who were enrolled in more 

than one UMYH program.

Day Educat ion
Since the program?s beginning, we have been able 

to assist  132 in obtaining their high school 
equivalency. With a high school degree, our 
youth are less likely to commit a crime, more 

likely to be employed, and more likely to enjoy a 
longer life. 



COUNTIES SERVED
2020-2022

Dubois

Gibson

Knox

Pike

Posey

Ripley

Spencer

Sullivan

Vanderburgh

Vigo

Warrick
 



MEET 
KYNZIE
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Kynzie  is a brilliant young 
lady who came to us in 2020, 
right as COVID-19 was 
taking the world by storm. 
She was in an unhealthy 
placement that was really 
taking its toll on her, but it  
didn?t take long for her to 
warm up to life at the United 
Methodist Youth Home. 
Within weeks, almost 
everyone knew Kynzie. She?s 
inquisit ive, ambit ious, and 
always willing to lend a hand. 

Once acclimated, she hit  the 
ground running determined 
to accomplish her goals. She 
was able to graduate a year 
early and move direct ly into 
her own apartment when she 
left  UMYH.  She also recent ly 
was able to purchase her 
own car. 

Kynzie is current ly in her 
second year at the University 
of Evansville studying 
pre-med, and is working at a 
local hospital.  She hopes to 
one day become a 
neurosurgeon. 

We want to thank Kynzie for 
allowing us to share her 
story.  She not only inspires 
the staff at  UMYH but also 
the other residents and 
serves as an example that 
they too can accomplish their 
goals and chase their dreams. 

?When I think 
about  where I was 
when I came to 
UMYH compared to 
now, it?s a complete 
t ransformat ion.?

-Kynzie
For some youth, the goal is to graduate or earn a high school equivalency. For others, it  is to be 
financially secure enough to move out on their own and live independently. When youth come 
to us, we give them the tools and guidance they need to meet their goals. We even help youth 
set and achieve goals they never thought were within reach.  The following are just a few of the 
many stories that have happened at United Methodist Youth Home since opening in 1979. 



UMYH provided me with support  during the most  difficult  
t ime in my life and cont inued that  support  after I left  the 

program. They helped me learn life skills and build posit ive 
relat ionships. 

-Tabitha

For some youth, the goal is to graduate or earn a high school equivalency. For others, it  is to be 
financially secure enough to move out on their own and live independently. When youth come 
to us, we give them the tools and guidance they need to meet their goals. We even help youth 
set and achieve goals they never thought were within reach.  The following are just a few of the 
many stories that have happened at United Methodist Youth Home since opening in 1979. 

Tabitha was placed at UMYH in 2017 through DCS and 
remained in placement for 6 months. During her stay at 
the girls? home, Tabitha was a role model and completed 
the resident ial program. After leaving UMYH, she 
graduated from Cast le High School. Tabitha recent ly 
turned 22, is now the mother of a 1-year-old boy, works 
for Premier Tan, and lives in her own apartment with her 
boyfriend and child. Tabitha st ill keeps in touch, and even 
visits us with her baby from t ime to t ime! 

Congratulat ions, Tabitha! We are so proud to be part  of 
your progress, achievements, and the beautiful life you are 
living today.



U
n

it
e

d
 M

e
th

o
d

is
t 

Y
o

u
th

 H
o

m
e

- 
IM

P
A

C
T

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 2
0

2
2

8

IN 
2022

INCOME EXPENSES

81%
Residents went 

home (if that was 
the goal)

1.6M
Invested in 
programs

2.35 M



INCOME EXPENSES

214
Young people 

served

398
 Hours of 

volunteer work

100%
Youth felt  they had 
an adult  they can 
turn to for help 

**The financial figures below  will not be 
finalized unt il the official audit  is completed 

approximately October of 2023.
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Julia Georgesen
          Board President

Jonathan Edwards
           Vice President

Adam Bosler
             Treasurer

William Krowl
             Secretary

Diane Schroeder
Emeritus

Mark Aiton

Michele Bryant

Josh Calhoun

Mitch Gieselman

Travis Johnson

Kelly Lonnberg

Amy Mart in

JoAnn Weber-Drennen

Kelly Salee
Executive Director

Jessica Kiesel-Finney
Director of Programs

Lashawna Suggs
Residential Program
Director

Amber Mullen
Day Reporting Program
Director

Jeff Nosset t
Truancy Program
Director

Jessica Chinn
Independent Living
Director

Deshay Melton
Wellness Coordinator

Tina Whitaker
Accounting/HR
Coordinator

Laura Brown
Development Officer

Shelby Powell
Marketing &
Communications
Manager

Leadership staff of UMYH: 

NEW BEGINNINGS
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LEARN. VOLUNTEER. SHARE. DONATE.

TRAINING

As we cont inue to serve  our youth, we need to 
cont inue training staff on the best ways to meet their 
needs.  This includes using cutt ing-edge research and 
evolving our approaches. In 2023 we are committed 
to our staff?s professional development. 

CAPACITY

No matter the amount of young people we have 
helped through the years, there is st ill 
unfortunately a great need in our community. By 
growing our capacity for enrollment, we reach more 
young lives that would not otherwise have been 
reached. Our goal for 2023 is to serve 10 more 
youth across all of our programs and services.  

PROGRAMMING

Along with growing the amount of youth we can 
serve in our current programs, we also see the 
growing need for our services? even after young 
people have left  our organizat ion. In 2023 we plan 
to expand our Aftercare program by establishing a 
fund to help with things like groceries, mental 
health services, and finding safe and suitable 
housing.   



LEARN. VOLUNTEER. SHARE. DONATE.
Learn. Gaining greater knowledge about 
the needs of the at-risk youth in our 
community is an excellent first  step. Come 
take a tour of campus, visit  umyh.org, or 
speak with one of our dedicated staff about 
what the greatest need is right now. 

Share.  Tell your friends and family about 
UMYH and all of the great things that are 
happening. Follow us on your favorite 
social media channel. The best way to get 
the word out about our organizat ion is with 
your help!

Volunteer. With no janitorial or 
maintenance staff, we rely heavily on 
community service to keep our campus 
beautiful and safe. Projects range from 
assist ing our administrat ive staff, to 
host ing a ?how-to? workshop for residents, 
to landscaping or building-repair work. 

Donate. We gladly accept gifts of t ime, 
talent, and treasure. We are grateful for 
any contribut ion and the life-changing 
difference that it  makes for our youth. 
Endowment funds, specifically, sustain the 
Youth Home in perpetuity. Call  us today to 
learn more about endowments and other 
ways to give!    

Scan to learn more 
about  UMYH, and 

how to get  involved.
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Church Partners
            Aldersgate UMC

Baker Chapel UMC

Bedford First UMC

Bloomfield Wesley

                Chapel UMC

Blue Grass Church

Blythe Chapel UMC

Burns City UMC

Central UMC

Cornerstone UMC

Cornettsville UMC

Dale UMC

Epworth UWIF

Faith UMC (Mt. Vernon)

Farmersburg UMC

First UMC Petersburg

First UMC Mooresville

First UMC Auburn

First UMC Carlisle

First UMC Fort Branch

Fletcher Chapel Church

Francisco UMC

Gentryville UMC

Good Shepherd UMC

Grace UMC

Greenville UMC

Hatfield UMC

Holland UMC

Holland Zoar UMC

Indiana Annual

               Conference Of UMC Inc.

Johnson UMC

Loogootee UMC

Lutheran Church of our

                 Redeemer

Main Street UWIF

McCutchanville UMC

Methodist Temple

Midway UMC

Mt. Zion UMC

Newburgh UMC

Oakhill Baptist Church

Old North UMC

Otwell UMC

Owensville UMW

Patoka UMC

Pleasant Hill UMC

Salem Presbyterian

                Church

Salem UMC

Salem UMC (Evansville)

Sellersburg UMC

Selvin UMC

Shiloh Church of Jasper

Simpson UMC

Southwest District UWIF

Spurgeon UMC

St Pauls UMC, Poseyville

St. Anns Auxillary 309

St. James West UMC

St. Peter?s UMC

St. Stephens Community

                Church

Sweetser UMC

Tell City UMC

The Turning Pointe UMC

Trinity UMC Evansville

Trinity UMC Rockport

Truelove UMW

United Methodist Women

                of Indiana

Walnut Grove UMC

Community Partners
            Altrusa International of Evansville

Axiom Marketing

Azzip Pizza

Barton Automotive Services

Brentwood Springs

Busy Mrs. Club

Crescent-Cresline-Wabash Plastics

                 Foundation, INC

Deaconess Health System

Evansville Retired Teachers Association 
     (ERTA)   

Fresh Thyme Market

Happe & Sons Construction

International Brotherhood of Electrical

                Workers (IBEW)

Kemper First Choice Payroll

Kiwanis Club Of Downtown Evansville

Kona Ice Evansville

Mark?s Mattress Outlet

Newburgh Civitan

Old National Bancorp

OMG - Operations Management Group

Optimist Club Of Eastside Evansville

Owensville Library

Retired Policemen and Firemen

                Association  of Evansville

Schneider Financial

Seton Harvest

University of Evansville Office of

                Advancement

University of Southern Indiana

Women?s Club Of Newburgh

Zurcher Tire Inc.

Grantors

CDBG Funds 
A dministered Through 
the Ci ty of  Evansv i l le, 

Department of  
M etropol i tan 
Development
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74% 

of young people 
feel they would 
belong in a local 

church after 
leaving UMYH
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            Adam E. Naab  Foundation

Evelyn Adams

Sarah & Mark Aiton

Kevin Aker

Harriet t  Akins

Harriet te G. Alley

Paul & Tamara Allison

Donald & Karen Apple

Roger Apple

Wanda Apple

James & Karla Atkins

Steve & Brenda Beard

Nancy J. Beebe

Denise Biggerstaff

C Michael & Ruth Biggs

Amy Bit ter

Cheryl Blythe

Dean & Karen Bosler

Adam Bosler

Jeff Bowley

Barbara Branigan

Gary & Charlene Brawner

Diane Bromm

Suzette Broshears

Brothers 8 MC

Katie & Raymond Brown

Laura Brown

Carolyn A Browning

John & Michele Bryant

Kent & Linda Burress

Alex Burton

CADE Foundation

Josh Calhoun

Margaret ?Peggy? Callis

JoBerta Campbell

Keith Campbell

Betty J. Campbell

Jessica Carroll

John & Betty Cartwright

Laura Cave

Deneen Cave

Joan Chambon

Olga Chapman

Kerry Chapman

Charis Foundation, Inc.

Cherry Chase

Charlie & Barbara Chinn

Connie Sue Christmas Warren

Stan & Lyn Clarkson

Glenn Claybaugh

John & Kay Clifford

Dick & Naomi Cook

Brenda Cooper

Shannon E. Craddock

William & Beth Crafton

James & Deborah Crowley

Va & Doug Cun-Howie

Jerry & Linda Cunningham

Ellen Dailey

John & Susan Daniel

Greg & Teresa Davis

Patrick & Josie Davis

Sibyl Davis

Alfred & Margaret Dennis

           Mark & Barb Dicken

Steve & Pat Dixon

Clara Downen

            Josh Downey

Jan Dull
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            Josh Downey
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           Emma Durr

Susan Dye

Arthur & Margaret Dyson

Joseph & Patricia Easley

Jane Eberhart

Edward W. Love

                Foundation

Jon & Leonor Edwards

Michael & Diana Effinger

Daniel C Egierski

Larry & Kathy Ellerbrook

Beverly Emhuff

Jason & Carrie

               Engelbrecht

Janice Engle

Misha Engleman

Nina Lee Enlow

Diana Enlow

Sandra Esche

Lesa Farlow

Scott & Julia Farmer

Tom Farris

Jenice & Tim Ferguson

Stephen & Rebecca

                Fischer

Helen Fisher

Rob Foncannon

Mary & John Ford

Kelly & Melissa Foster

Bob & Martha Freeman

Jerry & Patricia Frohbieter

Jo Anne Furniss

Melissa Hollen Gaines

Roger & Lisa Garrett

Cindy & Jim Gaskins

Guy & Kim Gentry

Julia & Steve Georgesen 

Tammy & Mitch

                   Gieselman

Jane & Dennis Glancy

Jonathan & Linda

                Goodson

Glenn & Barbara Gowen

Mary Grace

Bob & Judy Graper

Phyllis Grimm

Felicia Grounds

Robert Hall

Chris & Valarie Hall

Allison Harrison

Cristie & Lloyd Harry

Sandy & Joe Haseman

Laura Haskell

Norma Jane ?Micky?

                 Hatfull

Ken & Linda Hay

Brandon & Christy Hayes

Thomas Heaton

Hugh Heinsohn

David & Linda Henzman

Michael & Helen Herrell

Carolyn & Conrad Higdon

J. Walter & Sallie Hill

Sandra Hobgood

Bob & Barbara

                Hornbrook

Nancy Hornbrook

Douglas & Palestine

                 Howie

Clara Hubbard

Rick Hudson

Peggy Huey

Curtis Hurley

Kaddy Hurley

Jay & Penny Jacobs

Sherry Jameson

Ron & Charles Ann Jarvis

Susan & W. Clay Jeffries

Travis & Unique Johnson

Johnson Foundation

Evelyn L. Johnston

Donna & Tony Juncker

Janet Kean

Joan Keck

Jessica Kiesel-Finney

Ron & Pat Kimberlin

Phyllis Kincaid

Richard & Susan Kincaid

Kinney Family Foundation

Linda & Ron Kirkland

Kay Klipsch

Richard Koressel

David & Dawn Krack

Brett & Beverly Kruse

Doris Kuebler

Ruth Laney

            John F. Lawler

Cindy & Michael

                Ledbetter

           Darla Lewis
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Individual Partners (cont inued)
            Jerry & Mary Linzy

Linda Litty

Sandy Long

Kelly Lonnberg

Thomas P. & Donna W. Lynch

Thomas Magan

Karen Marie

David & Patricia Marienau

Dennis & Colleen Martin

Jim & Connie Martin

Ruth Martin

Steve & Anne Martin

Lance & Christina Mayes

Suzanne McCool

Betty McDermott

Stacey Mcgee

Leslie McKown

Deshay Melton

Ron & Joyce Messersmith

Krista Micho

James ?Jim? Miller

Sharilyn Minnette

Jeff Minor

Lisa Minton

Jeff & Sue Moore 

                Family Charitable Fund

Jerry & Ann Moore

            Pat Moore

Robert ?Dave? Morris

Sarah & George Morrison

Rebekah Morrow

Gregory Mullen

John & Robyn Musgrave

Emma Jean & Alan Neal

Cynthia Nelson

Mary Nossett

Richard & Jeannette Oakley

Don Obert

            Michael & Kathleen Oeth

Barry Ohmberger

John & Sharon O?Leary

David & June Owen

William Oxby

Steve Palmquist

David & Linda Patterson 

                Foundation

Peggy Parson

Debbie Peck

William & Lyn Penland

Gregory & Deborah Perigo

Leigh Perry

Don & Patty Pflug

Mike & Debby Phares

Barbara Planck

Lewis & Jeanette Plane

Joyce Poulson

Shelby Powell

Stacy Powell

Janette Prickett

Alicia Privett

Marvin Pruett

Marsha & Mach Pryor

           Kevin & Vicki Putman

           Dave & Sherry Ralston

John & Mary Ray

Brenda & Gray Reavis

Nelson & Clara Reiber

Robert & Lynda Reid

Richard & Karen Reising

Jeff Reising

Lori Reitano

Gerri Rice

Carol Ritchey

Jim Ritchey

Randy & Linda Robertson

Peggy Roedel

Everett & Margaret Rogers

Ron & Connie Romain

Debra Rorie

Richard & Susan Ruach

Tonya & Roger Rutledge

Chester & Darlene Rycroft

Gary & Jennifer Salee

Kelly & Jeremy Salee

Marsha Salee

Kenneth & Sally Schaaf

Barry & Gina Schaar

Rev. Dr. Gary Schaar

David & Deb Schetzsle

John N. Schneider

Diane & John Schroeder

Joann Schwentker

Neil Seidel

Dawn Seiler

Seitz Charitable Fund

Sheila Seller

Diane Sellers

Patti Sensmeier

Carol Shourds

Jon Siau

Tony & Mandy Sikes

Amy Sinclair

Berit Skaare

Jim Smith

Jerry & Jenny Smith

Joyce Smith

Elise Sollman

Dale & Michelle Sorenson

Gary & Cheryl Sorgius

Thomas & Gloria Speer

Steven & Patricia Spence

Donald Jr. & Doris Stanley

Jason & Nicole Stephens

Amy & Ben Stilwell

Brett & Trudy Stock

Gretchen Stokey

Charley & Beth Storms

John Stratman

William Stroube

Gene & Tressa Strouse

Crystal Sumner

Karen Sureck

Kathleen Sutton

Todd Taber

Myra & Bruce Taber

Amy Tank

Vivian Taylor

Julia & Dale Tepe

Andrew Thacker

Pamela & James Thomas

Butch & Gayle Thorpe

James & Margaret Tomes

W. A. & Jacquelyn Trinler

Judith Turpen

Bill & Jeanne Tyler

Gary & Deborah VanZandt
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CONTACT US

2521 N. Burkhardt Rd 
Evansville, IN 47715

Phone: 812.479.4535

Email: admin@umyh.com

Visit https://umyh.org/
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